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Right from the start, the declared goal of the organizers was to provide a suitable platform, combined
with more publicity that would show the wind of change blowing through Berlin’s gallery scene and
the new forms of gallery practice. The fair’s purpose was to become a professionally organized one,
and primarily for local galleries and project spaces but also for young national and international
galleries. The original aim was to provide the basis for the emergence of a network that would
encourage exchange between the participating galleries as well as draw international attention to the art
metropolis of Berlin.

Naturally, everyone was aware from the outset that these galleries and projects would only be able to
participate if the costs were low—an aspect that should not be underestimated. And, this was the
concept of Preview Berlin—the Emerging Art Fair right from the start—to be non-commercial, an art
fair created by galleries for galleries. For instance, any potential income and profit should benefit the
galleries with lower booth prices. This was a concept that immediately met with a great response and
that ultimately resulted in 48 seleet galleries and project spaces from ten countries taking part in the
first fair in Autumn 2005.

The time was right—the concept was met with much interest and immediate acceptance amongst
collectors, curators and an art-interested public. This support made the first Preview Berlin—the
Emerging Art Fair a resounding success. There were around 9,000 visitors and, in addition to this, an
exceedingly positive media response. It soon became obvious that this new fair was exactly what the
established Berlin fair scene needed.

Due to great demand in the following year, the exhibition space was extended by 450 meters and 53
participants took part. A 30% increase in visitor figures and consistently positive sales figures for the
galleries reaffirmed that Preview Berlin had found its place. Also in 2006, the fair’s goals were
clear—Berlin's most important young galleries should present themselves together with a selection of
national and international up-and-coming galleries.

Now already in its third year, Preview Berlin—the Emerging Art Fair is changing its venue. The new
location, a former hangar at Berlin’s world-famous Tempelhof airport, brings the ideal of having a
democratically structured fair one step closer to reality. The 4,200 meter, pillar-free hall enables a
structure in which all the participants can exhibit under the same conditions with equal-sized booths.
Thanks to clear architectural structures, the attention of the visitor will focus only on the gallery stand
concept and the exhibited art.

The new fair venue also brings with it a small increase in the number of participants, with 57 galleries
taking part. It was decided that too many participants would change Preview Berlin’s unique character.
The personal contact with all the participants, the professional exchange and possibly the beginning of
joint projects should always remain important aspects of the Preview Berlin concept.

This year, Preview Berlin is actively expanding its important networking idea with co-operations with
two young art fairs: SWAB in Barcelona and Show Off in Paris. When selecting fair participants, the
recommendations of the partner fairs will be taken into consideration as selection criteria. In this way,
the fairs mutually benefit from the expertise and knowledge the other has of their local gallery scene,
thereby stimulating the exchange between the young gallery scenes of Berlin, Spain and France.

More than a third of the participants come from Berlin and the rest of Germany this year. Eagerly
awaited are, once again, strong representations by young galleries from Switzerland and new gallery
additions from the USA, Great Britain, France, Spain and Italy.

Berlin, once again, promises many surprises and discoveries this autumn.
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